
Good afternoon, good late afternoon, my name is Naulaq. I am originally from Apex Hill, 
Nunavut, residing in Toronto for past thirty years. I am going to be talking about Shuvinai 
Ashoona’s artwork, and in each picture, I will give you a description of the drawing, and what is 
happening in that scene.  
 
I am looking at a mother, a baby, and a teenager pulling the baby out of the mother's amauti. 
Amauti is a baby carrier. It gives the baby warmthness and security in the amauti. When the 
baby is hungry, we would put the baby in front of us without getting, without pulling her out of 
the amauti to feed her or to change her diaper. And the amauti usually was made out of caribou 
pelt and seal skin pelt. And the fur around the amauti is a wolf skin, a fox fur, or a husky fur, and 
sometimes rabbit. Usually, a woman is alone in the camp while the husband is, has gone out 
hunting. And she has to learn how to put the baby in and out of the amauti by herself, which is 
very skillful. And when the baby is behind her, the baby's ear touches the mother's back, and 
she can hear the mother breathing or humming a song to her or doing a little bit of throat singing 
to keep the baby calm or to put the baby to sleep. When a mother is carrying her baby, she 
needs to keep her baby quiet because of predators out there such as wolves and polar bears. 
Polar bears has very strong sense of smell and wolves has very strong sense of hearing. They 
can hear a baby cry from eight miles away. And for the mother to keep the baby quiet, she does 
a little singing, humming, or throat singing her for her baby. 

 

(Naulaq Throat Singing) 

      
 
 

ᐅᓐᓄᓴᒃᑯᑦ, ᐅᓐᓄᑐᖃᐅᓕᕇᕐᒥᔪᖅ, ᐊᑎᖃᖅᑐᖓ ᓇᐅᓪᓚᖅ. ᓂᐊᖁᖒᒥ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᓯᒪᔪᒍᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ, ᓄᓇᖃᓕᖅᑐᖓ 

ᑐᓛᓐᑐ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᑐᓂ 30 ᐅᑭᐅᑦ. ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᖓ ᓲᕕᓇᐃ ᐊᓲᓇ ᓴᓇᓂᑯᖏᓐᓂᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑐᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᖑᐊᓂᒃ, 

ᓇᓗᓇᐃᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑕᒃᑲ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖕᖑᐊᕐᒪᖔᑕ ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᔪᑦ. 

 

ᑕᑯᓐᓇᖅᐳᖓ ᐊᓈᓇ, ᓄᑕᕋᖓ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓂᕕᐊᖅᓵᖅ ᓄᑕᕋᓛᕐᒥᒃ ᐊᒧᓯᔪᖅ ᐊᓈᓇᖓᑕ ᐊᒪᐅᑖᓂᑦ. ᐊᒪᐅᑎ ᐅᓇ 

ᓄᑕᕋᓛᓄᑦ. ᓄᑕᕋᓛᖅ ᐅᖂᑦᑎᐊᓲᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑦᑕᕐᓇᕋᓂ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᐊᒪᐅᑎᐅᑉ. ᑕᐃᒪᓗ ᓄᑕᕋᓛᖅ ᑳᓕᕈᓂ, 

ᐃᓕᒐᔭᖅᑕᕗᑦ ᓄᑕᕋᓛᖅ ᓵᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ ᐲᓚᐅᓐᖏᓪᓗᒍ, ᐊᒪᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᑦ ᐲᓚᐅᓐᖏᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᒫᒪᒃᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᖁᐃᖏᓕᓴᖓ ᐊᓯᖑᕐᓗᒍ. ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᒪᐅᑎ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᓲᖅ ᑐᒃᑐᑉ ᐊᒥᐊᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓇᑦᑎᐅᑉ ᕿᓯᐊᓂᒃ. ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᐃᓚᖓ 

ᐊᒪᐅᑎᐅᑉ ᐊᒪᕉᑉ ᐊᒥᖓ, ᑎᕆᒐᓂᐊᖅ ᐊᒥᖓ, ᐅᒡᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᕿᒻᒥᐅᑉ ᐊᒥᖓ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓛᓐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᑲᓕᐅᑉ ᐊᒥᖓ. 

ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᐅᒐᔪᒃᑐᖅ, ᐊᕐᓇᖅ ᐃᓄᑑᓪᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᑖᓐᓇᓗ ᐅᐃᖓ ᐊᐃᑉᐸᖓ, ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐊᓯᕙᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ. ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᐃᓕᑦᑎᔭᕆᐊᖃᓲᖑᔪᒍᑦ ᐊᒪᕈᓐᓇᕐᓗᒍ ᓄᑕᕋᓛᖅ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᒪᐃᕐᓗᒍ ᐃᒻᒥᓂᑐᐊᖅ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᓐᖏᓪᓗᓂ, 

ᐅᑯᐊ ᐊᔪᖏᑦᑐᐋᓗᐃᑦ. ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᑕᕋᓛᖅ ᑐᓄᒥᓂ ᐊᒫᓕᕈᓂᐅᒃ, ᓄᑕᕋᓛᖅ ᓯᐅᑎᖏᒃ ᐊᒃᑐᐊᓲᑦ ᐊᓈᓇᖓᑕ 

ᑐᓄᐊᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑐᓵᔪᓐᓇᖅᑕᖓ ᐊᓈᓇᓂ ᐊᓂᖅᓵᖅᑐᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᒡᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᖕᖏᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᒡᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑲᑕᔾᔭᖅᑐᖅ 

ᓄᑕᕋᓛᒥᓄᑦ ᓴᐃᓕᓂᐊᕐᒪᑦ ᐅᒡᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᓯᓐᓇᒃᓴᕐᓗᒍ. ᐊᓈᓇᐅᑉ ᐊᒫᖅᖢᓂᐅᒃ ᓄᑕᕋᓛᓂ, ᓴᐃᓕᑎᑦᑐᓐᓇᖅᑕᖓ 

ᓂᐱᖃᓐᖏᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐱᑕᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐅᒋᐊᖅᓯᔭᑦᑐᑦ ᓂᕐᔪᑎᑦ ᓲᕐᓗ ᐊᒪᕈᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ. ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᓇᐃᓴᕋᐃᑑᖕᒪᑕ 

ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᒪᕈᐃᑦ ᑐᓵᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᒻᒪᕆᐋᓘᓪᓗᑎᒃ. ᑐᓴᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᓄᑕᕋᓛᕐᒥᒃ ᕿᐊᔪᒥᒃ 8-ᒪᐃᓕᒥᒃ ᐅᖓᓯᖕᓂᖃᕋᓗᐊᖅᐸᑦ. 

ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓈᓇᖓᑕ ᓄᑕᕋᓛᓂ ᓂᐱᖃᓐᖏᑎᑦᑐᓐᓇᖅᑕᖓ, ᐃᖕᖏᕐᓗᓂ, ᓯᓐᓇᒃᓴᐃᓗᓂ, ᐅᒡᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᖃᑕᔾᔭᕐᓗᓂ 

ᑖᔅᓱᒧᖓ ᐱᐊᕋᕐᒥᓄᑦ ᓄᑕᕋᓛᕐᒥᓄᑦ. 

 

(ᓇᐅᓪᓚᖅ ᑲᑕᔾᔭᖅᑐᖅ)  


